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to kill his wife if she were taken in flagrant guilt,
and a Southern husband might be assumed to do
a little more. Single combat was so frequent and
serious that, of authors contemporary with Shake-
speare, Ben Jonson had killed two men, and Marlowe
was himself killed in a brawl. Jealousy may be
as strong a passion now as then ; it is said to have
transformed the whole nature of one of the noblest
writers in France;l but it would not in the socially
elevated class lead to prompt and undisguised murder.
Take, again, the drama of filial ingratitude. A great
French author has treated again the subject of Lear
in the most powerful of his works ;2 and the modern
Lear is nothing more than a man whom his daughters
are ashamed of, having themselves married into a
different sphere, and who delights in making un-
selfish sacrifices for their pleasure. Neither would
the tone of modern manners allow the father, who
had divested himself of estates and who was repaid
with ingratitude, to complain as vociferously as Lear
does. The world everywhere is more orderly and
reticent than it was, and less suited to theatrical
effects. No doubt it is still possible to contrive
picturesque situations by choosing topics from
ancient history, or from political conspiracies in half-
civilised countries, or by descending to life among
the criminal classes, or on their fringe. In all these
cases, however, the mind of the reader is generally
unfamiliar with the order of thought that makes
such transgressions of law possible, and in the scenes
from actual but low life is apt to be more disgusted by

1   See the account of P. L. Courier's later life in the Souvenirs de
SoixanU Annees, by Delecluze, pp. 248-252.

2  Balzac in Le P2re Goriot.